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Professional Career 
2020.12-present Affiliated Faculty, Sungkyun Institute for Global Strategy (SIGS). 

2020.07-present Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science & Diplomacy, Sungkyunkwan University. 

2019.07-2020.07 Postdoctoral Fellow, University of California, Irvine. 

 

Education 

2019 Ph.D. in Political Science, Columbia University. 

2016 M.Phil. in Political Science, Columbia University. 

2014 M.A. in Political Science, Columbia University. 

2012 M.I.A. School of International & Public Affairs (SIPA), Columbia University. 

2008 B.A. in Political Science, Yonsei University. 

B.A. in French Language and Literature, Yonsei University. 

 

Fields of Interests 

Business-Government Relations, American Politics, International Political Economy, Public Opinion, Energy and 

Environmental Politics. 

 

Recent Publications (All publications can be found in https://www.joonsyang.com/) 

Forthcoming “Barking Up the Wrong Tree:  Retrospective Voting, Natural Disasters, and Electoral Backlash.” 

Comparative Political Studies, [With Brian Blankenship, Ryan Kennedy, and Johannes Urpelainen]. 

Forthcoming “Building Social Contracts: The Determinants of Tax Morale in Nigeria." Journal of Development 

Studies, [With Neil McCulloch and Tom Moerenhout]. 

Forthcoming “State Policy and Lobbying in a Federal System:  Evidence from the Production Tax Credit for 

Renewable Energy, 1998-2012.” State Politics and Policy Quarterly, [With Sung Eun Kim and 

Johanne]. 

2020 “The Need for Impact Evaluation in Electricity Access Research." Energy Policy. 137, 2020, 111099, 

[With Patrick Bayer, Ryan Kennedy, and Johannes Urpelainen]. 

2019 “Is Coal-Fired Power Generation Associated with Rural Electrification? A Global Analysis.” Energy 

Research & Social Science. 58, 2019, 101274, [With Johannes Urpelainen]. 

2019 “Shades of Darkness or Light? A Systematic Review of Geographic Bias in Impact Evaluations of 

Electricity Access." Energy Research & Social Science. 58, 2019, 101236 [With Patrick Bayer, David 

Hamburger, Joel Jaeger, Ryan Kennedy, and Johannes Urpelainen]. 

2019 “Environmental Effects of GATT/ WTO Membership: An Empirical Evaluation.” International 

Interactions. 45: 917-932 [With Sung Eun Kim and Johannes Urpelainen]. 

2019 “The Future of India’s Coal-Fired Power Generation Capacity.” Journal of Cleaner Production. 226: 

904-912. [With Johannes Urpelainen]. 

2019 “Global Patterns of Power Sector Reform, 1982-2013.” Energy Strategy Reviews. 23: 152-162.[With 

Johannes Urpelainen]. 

 

Awards and Grants 
2017 FOREIGN POLICY GRANT (with Ashton S. Cho). “Foreign Country Threat Framing and Voter 

Preferences Towards Multilateral FTAs”, Charles Koch Foundation. 

2017 DISSERTATION DEVELOPMENT GRANT, Columbia University. 

2007 HONOR STUDENT AWARD, Yonsei University. 
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