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Under what conditions do women-friendly policies
garner more support?: Evidence from South Korea

The presentation is based on two recently published papers that
respectively examine top-down and bottom-up factors that contribute to
the promotion of women-friendly policies. Focusing on the former, the
first paper draws on the original dataset collected from over 32,000
legislative bills proposed in the Korean Assembly between 2004 and
2016 that are categorized by supervised machine learning. Leveraging a
mixed electoral system in South Korea which combines a proportional
representation (PR) system and a single-member district (SMD) system,
the paper demonstrates that while women lawmakers engage in higher
levels of policy representation as many have predicted, PR allows both
women and men to introduce more women’'s issue bills than their
counterparts elected through SMDs. Furthermore, legislators elected
through PR are more effective at achieving passage of women’s issue
legislation than those elected in SMDs, and this effect is especially
pronounced for male representatives. The second paper, on the other
hand, examines a bottom-up factor that contributes to women-friendly
policy-making, public policy attitudes. Using a survey experiment of
males in South Korea, the study shows how the salience of perceived
group threat by women could trigger men’s opposition to women-friendly
policies. This group threat effect is particularly strong among males
younger than 40. This is the case even though these young males tend
to hold more liberal gender norms than older men. In contrast to the
predictions by modernization theory that younger generations will be
more open to diversity as they embrace more liberal values and norms,
the paper suggests that these norms are not sufficient to generate
support for women-friendly policies and that the perception of an
economic threat should be understood to have gendered effects.

PNCIL LRy



	슬라이드 1
	슬라이드 2

