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Abstract: This article aims to elucidate the characteristics of the thought of The Historical Records of the
Three Kingdoms (hereafter, HRTK) and that of its compiler, Kim Bu-shik by means of scrutinizing the
meaning of ten main Confucian concepts: ren (benevolence), yi (ritghteousness), li (ritual and social
norm), zhi (wisdom), xin (trustfulness), zhong (loyalty and sincerity), xiao (filial piety), yong (courage),
dao (the way) and de (virtue). Since HRTK is a multi-layered text which consists of different records, anec-
dotes and arguments, if we analyze its variety of arguments which represent different authors and periods,
then we will able to delineate the development of Korean thought, especially its evolutionary process of
“Confucianization.” In addition, this articles also attempts to clarify the core idea(s) among those in
thought of HRTK. It is fairy salient that the chief-editor, Kim Bu-shik convinced that more than anything,
the idea(s) of benevolence and righteousness would occupy the center of its value and importance. Kim
Bu-shik’s highest acclaim to the idea(s) of benevolence and righteousness can be observed not only in the
fact that he regarded the idea(s) of benevolence and righteousness as the essence of the concept of virtue,
but also in his firm belief that a rise of fall of a country should be predicated upon the success or failure of
their practices by her rulers.

Keywords: The Historical Records of the Three Kingdoms; Kim Bu-shik; Mencius; ideas of ren (benevol-
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